An Institution Ohlj Seen in lts Per-
~ -fection in'the Orient.

The-- “ Boy" s_aves_ His Erhplpyer a
Great Amount of Trouble, but
- He Has His Limitations.

Y’oreign Correspondence NEW YoORK TIMES.
. SHANGIHALI, Dec. 28.--When a man comes
Kast he hires a % boy.”” No matter how
humbly ‘'he may have got on before, he is a
master with a valet as soon-as possible
after arrival, and he proceeds to grow in
importance and to feel as helpless as he
thinks befits his aristocratic station. The
reason he is so quick in supplying himself
is that the necessity of doing so is the first
advice tendered 1o him: and as his mind is
open to suggestion, and he thinks that
those who have lived here ought to know
better how to get on than he can know, thé&
assurance on every hand that a boy is in-
dispensable strikes him as conclugive. In
assenting, he asks a friend to help him; the

scme telepathic bung, and out flows a boy.

The boys always look well washed and
ironed, and if the stranger takes to the can-
didate who presents himself and. engages
him, the new master hands over his keys.
When he reaches his room that night he
finds his effects distributed and as well ar-
ranged as if he were an old settler, and
the boy In attendance to dress him for din-
ner or ready for any other service. The
arrival is at once quite sure that not only
Is a boy indispensable, but he wonders how
‘he ever managed to live without one, There-
after the boy is his alter ego, preparing his

bath for him in the merning, keeping his
room in order, and looking after the num-
berless  wants that occur to a man when he
does not need to spend his own time over
them.

The ‘ boy’ never rises to titular man-
hood, although he grow gray in service, and
he rarely. acquires any other name than
*“ boy.” One may easily learn something
of the boy's family and discover what his
intimates call him. But the average for-
eigner’s.curjogsity does not run in that di-
rection. and the boy rarely volunteers infor-
mation about himself; so that the forcigner
and his bov may always remain strangers.
although in close relation as master and
servant for years. A man alone with a hoy
can usually get from him a great variety
of work, but if there are other servants
about the division of labor is clearly
marked. and there is no use in trving to
bring about a deviation from it. When a
master asks a boy to do something that a

long mv pidgin,”’ that settles it. Al 1
King's horses cannot make the boyv do it.
and his-guild. which includes every boy in
the place, will prevent any other boy from
doing it. /

THE " MESS"” SYSTEM.

If. three 'or four men decide to live in
mess, each takes his own boy along, a cook
is' hiréd, who agrees to pay himself and
furnish the table for a fixed monthly sum
—irom §100 to.$150 for four—and one of the
boys Is designated as No. 1. who engages

things not provided by the cook, keeps the

accounts oi the.house, and acts as disburs-

ing agent for the rmess and payinaster for
the staff. Since the heln nrovides its own

food and wages are low: the members of a

mess may not bother themselves to know

how many attendants an establishment
supports., -but the record was probhabiy ap-
proached recently here. when, accounis
running higher than the members of one
mess liked, the No. 1 boy, called upon to
explain, showed that he carried on his rolil
the names of twenty-eight servants for the
four men. The cook had an apprentice,

each boy had a boy, and even Scullion No. 4

had a coolie to assist him in his varied

duties. A member of the mess questioned

No. 1 about the work of all these "attend-

ants. and received long exnlanations that

covered all that could possibly be done in
the house: :

“ That is very good,” said the questioner.
“Now. you have told us of every bhit of
wor_lig that there is td do, haven’'t you?"”

. .84 7 '_eS.” . ] o o
“Then, what do you do, may Iask?"
No. 1's glibness was not equal.to that

question. Ile looked bhlankly ahead of him

for 2 moment, and then walked from the
room, a picture. of offended dignity.

It is a common saying that every servant
squeezes his master, from-  which it might
be supposed that foreigners jvere subjected
to a system of organized small robberies,
-payving more than they should for everye
thing they get. As what everybody savs
must have some truth in it, there can Dbe
no use in denving that servants make more
than their wages. But when a foreigner
tries to buy on his own account. he wishes
.that he had let his bov do it for him. IEx-
cépt for articles for which prices are fixed,

in almost everything. and the master may
save patience and money by letting the hoy
earn commissions if he enan, and thinking
no more of it. One excellent trait in hovs
is that while ready to squeeze from their
masters for their own benefit, thex will not
let any one else do_ it. Those who trust
their boys to be their cashiers save them-
selves no end of small vexation and perhaps
a little money as well,

The value of a boy shines conspicuously
in travel. Steamship lines recognize a boy
as part of a passenger’s normal effects, and
he is taken along for nothing or at a
charge barely covering his food, and_ =o
small as to be '‘not worth counting. With
this companion posted.as to the place to go.
the fraveler need not hother himeelf nat
all about the details of the trin. His Ingz-
gage is packed for him, put aboard ship,
transferred as offten as need he by coolies.
and when he reaches his hotel. if he i=
not in haste: to gn. to his room. he finds
on arrival there his effects latd ouft and
arranged as If he were at home., TWhen
the hov renders his acenunt he finds it
abont half what it would have cost himeelf
for the same cervice.

‘A VERSATI;LE SERVANT.

Although a boy stands close by his pid-
gin when he may. he develops a most amaz-
ing versatility when he must. An agent at
Port Arthur for a commission house hired
a native, whom he dubbed ** The Pirate,” to
do boy pidgin, The service went on with-
out special incident for some time~when

had -reagdily, ** The Pirate’ offered teo at-
tend to_that work as well as his own, say-
ing that he had ‘been cook at a French
consulate in-Japan for five years. and knew
how to prepare dishes in IBuropean style.
He turned out so much superior to the

about his experiences, when it appeared
that .he was not only an expert ‘cook, but
that, while in Japan, he .had learned to
speak French and-Japanese, that at Vladi-
vostok and Port Arthur he had learned Rus.
sian. and that he had picked up sufficient
i:ﬁwwledge of medicine to treat .ordinary
s, o

Having in his employ a cook; physician,
and linguist, the agent could not resist-the
temptation to put ** The Pirate’s” ingenu-
ity to an occasional hard test. There were
two persons in the mess. and the kitchen
and taple outfits provided for no more,
He had half a dozen of his friends drop in
one evening at about 7 o’clock, and sum-
moning ‘ The Pirate,” he said:

.t Pirate,” have - got six plece new men
come to dinner; must have number one lay-
out. chop chop, right away.” -

. ““The ~Pirate ' .returned to the I{i‘tchen
with as little. show.o0f concern as though
dinner for six newi!men were an evéry-day
occurrance in that ‘house. Eight o'clock

{ was the dinner hour, Promptly at that time

the company was sumnloned to the dining
room. where they found.a large table, shin-
ing.with white linen, silver, and glassware.
They had an eight-course. dinner, with the
usual varieties of wines, topping off with.
champagne, cordials, and cigars, and . all
agreed ‘that they had never tasted .food
more daintily or more skillfully prepared.
** The Pirate’” had sent around the. neigh-
borhood to his- cook friends, gathered in:
‘evervthing that could be spared from their
‘larders, sideboards,” and wine chests, ard
" had .set out a feast that could hardly have
been bétter had he had a week in which to
make {t:ready. L ST
" THE-GENIUS OF COOKING.

" When' the troops. marched to Peking the
agent wént along’ as .a’ corfespondent, and
took ‘“The Pirate! :with'him. He entered

i

‘Peking: had been stripped of .food. The na-

‘dare- at first to.bring.in suppiies from the
gardens. and. poultry yards, and ‘the:army.

~atable.. 'Thére. were tive men in-the ress;
whegy wanted' at-: least ‘taree- good ‘meals =

| @ay:, The house:in which-.the. mess. quar-

tered contairfed .one pot fit . for cooking. and
.a.stove-so poor that-another had to be built

,outddors of stone, to-hold the-pot, .~

|". From “the day that{ . The Pirate . took,

o'!'
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CHINESE “BOY " SERVANTS

charge the mess -had meals that' betrayéed
rio evidénce of scarcity of supplies of any
character. While the troops and the thou-
sands of natives-and othér civillans' there
were worryving along'on ordinary ‘rations,
-none too plentifully’ given out. ** The. Pi-
rate’s ’ single pot and outdoor fire provided
his household with meals as varied-and as
well cooked as they, would-expect to get in
Peking In times of peéace. He got hold of .
coolies, made-it worth threir while.to"go _out
into the country and:bring supplies to him
past the.guards, and used-commissary ra-
tions, which the British permitted the cor-
respondents.to draw, to piece out the meals.
How he managed to serve succesgsivecourses
with only a cooking pot was a mystery:that
no onc tried to probe. L PR

- It is.not every boy who has *“ The.-Pi-
rate’s’’ resourceful skill or talents, but the
personal servants taken along on-that ré-
king march were. nearly all..of the ‘‘.boy.
class, and besides- doing what they. .call
thelr proper work, they cooked .and washed,
attended to.horses and carts, .gathered in

coolies, orders in drinks. tobacco, or other-

the native can do better than the foreigner

the cook - fell ill; and. as no other could be

regular cook as to excite some curiosity’

a)newspaper -mess, and said to * The. Pi-
rate”” that he.must ¢ook for thé mess and
get up as firte. meals as-he had - at home. -

‘tives "in-. the. country surrounding: did. not;

‘commissaries ‘were- scant- and .not very pal-.

i

provisions, and made themselves generally
indispensable. . o SR

The policy of treatment adopted by em-
ployers has doubtless imuch to do with the.
adaptibility .of the boys. 1t _is a settled
practice with experienced masters to order

.

t.a thing done, and if the boy begins to par-

ley abourt .it to cut him short and act-as if

| the matter were dismissed from the mind

of the one ordering it. -Feeling that the
thing must now certainly. he done, the boy
finds a way. Most-preposterous orders are
often given out of a spirit of pure mischief,
but the boys take them all seriously, and
the Ingenious ones will ‘produce some re-
sult rather than be. thought stupid, while
the tax on their ingenuity™does -them no

, 1 harm.
friend speaks to the compradore, who opens | .

~ Responsibility i_ntfusted_ to a boy.is sbﬁie-
times a little costly. When * The Pirate
and his master starfted southward in Octo-

| her the master remained ashore too long at

coolie should Ao. arnsA the bov sayvs “* No be- |

Tong-Ku, and the ship sailed with * The
. Pirate ' and all the luzgage on hoard. Che-
. Foo was to be the (first stopping - place,
| but there were other ships to come, not
-~ all stopping there, and ! The Pirate ' could
only guess what his master,  who had been
left ashore without ‘money, might  do  to
reach Shanghai. He took off the luggage
at Che-FFoo and engaged for hils mdster-the
best  vacant room_ at the hotel there. The
master got credit across to Port Arthur,
supplied himself with funds, and then sailed
for Che-Foo, where ' The Pirate-"” greeted
him with a smiling “TI knew you would
come "’ and-escorted him to his room. His
boxes had been unpacked and everythin
was as homelike as possible. He also foun
a bill waiting for him for $35 for one week’s
room ‘rent. ‘‘ The Pirate” knew when hLe
landed that no ship could arrive for a week.
and it was as easy to store the luggage in a
warehouse at a few cents daily as to en-
gage a choice hotel room for them. But he
meant well, and that was the end- of it.
He had excelled in ‘too many things to
make it worth while to find fault with him,

THINGS BOYS CANNOT DO.

For all a boy's good points, he has dis-
linct limitations. Among:them' are his in-
ability to carry a verbal message strdaight
or to remember more than'one commission
at a time. His shortcomings seem to ‘be

constitutional and impossible to overcome.
The only recourse is to yield, write out all

messages that he is to deliver, and let him
finish one task before hé s informed -of
another. Ail conceivable remedial methods
have been tried, but, resulting only in vex-
ation, they. were slowly abandoned. - So,

nearly everybody owns a. chit book. 'in
which a note-is placed - and-theé name of the
recciver written-in the-book. The receiver
£1gns an acknowledgment. on the line: that
ccentains his name, and correct -delivery,
without mistake as to the .acturacy of the
message, 1s- thus insured. -. s oo

A boy may live in a settlement for vears
and talk a jur pidgin with his.master, and
vet not kn¢.v how to find .an address given
in Iingilish. One reason for this may be.
that boys learn the-names chosen by na-
tives for foreign firms, with -no phonetic
relation to the firm title. Names are chosen
by the natives with the view of compli-
menting the. employers. Thus. Jardine,
Matheson & Co is known as-E- Wo, which
means Princely House. :Every boy knows
E Wo, bhut comparatively. few recognize the
actual name of the. firm, although it is
probably the bhest advertised in the Rast.
Hence. boys who have .lived in settlements
long enough to know every inch of them
may be seen any day groping about the
streets with chit.books, showing thelr en-
velopes to foreigners whom they meet, in
order to be directed to places that they
know by their native names almost as well
as they know their own homes. ‘

A COMPRADORE'S REVENGE.

A story is tgld of a firm-at. Tien-Tsin,
which asked.its compradore to select . a
Chinese name for it. Before he had done
so he decided to quit the firm’s employ,
owing lo some disagreement which. left him
with a poor opinion.of the partners’.good
sense. One day he presented a name which
iooked attiractive enough_in Chinese char-
acters, and orders were given to have it
painted on the. signs and printed on the sta-

tionery. A new compradore came .before
the new title was'.publicly displaved, and
he saved the firm the annoyance of becom-
ing popularly known by the native .equiva-
lent for * Two Damned. Fools.”” =~ . . . .
Those who have lived in India say that
boys there are better than here, being neat-
er, more honest, and cheaper., One mayv
commonly hear .talk of slack“service, -as
though servants’in other parts of the world
needed no oversight. Neatness is no more
difficult to get in China than in America,
as much depending. on master or mistress,
'1in one country as in the other, as on the
servants. Chinese  boys certainly always
look wecll, keeping their frocks without dust
or creases, their footgear tidy, their queues
carefully Dbraided, and their heads and
faces scrupulougly barbered. .
In the matter of attentiveness, the China-
man does not invent wants for his master
as the Indian is said to do, but he tries .to
obey, and he puts up with harsh treat-
ament without modifying that intention ap-
preciably. An Indian will work for about
half the wages that a treaty port China-
man expects; but when a new-comer ean
save nis shoe leather .and his nerves for
the American equivalent of about $6 a
month, he does not feel at first like regis-
tering a very strong protest against high
waga2s to his boy. © -
‘“Boys '’ in this seéction and northward
are strictly a native institution. - They are
not the kind that emigrate. China is good
enough for them. and when a master goes
they seldcem accompanyv_him, It is prob-
ably as well that this should be so, for a
boy away from his environment would be
guite useless, while here he can do- almost
everything except the thinking. for his mas-
ter. Chinamen who go to other countrics
are from the South, where the spirlt of
adventure is sometimes closely ‘alled 1o
moral and personal traits quite distine?
from those that prevall in parts of China
where there is real 'Winter. So to learn
what boy service means as the majority
of foreign residents know it, one must live
a while where the “ boys " are rooted.. .
FREDERICK W. EDDY.

CAR -WOULDN’T STOP FOR HER.

Driver Resented Spinster’s Criticism of
Out-of-Date Street Cars. .

Drivers and conducdtors of the antiquated
One Hundred and Tenth Street Cross-Town
horse car line have another burden added
to their weary. lives in the person of an
_elderly woman who recently took up her
abode in a fashionable boarding house near
that road. She uses the cars. dally, and
she ‘never takes a trip without finding
something to sharply criticise. ~ She has

Iived there now for several weeks, and-she
says that she " has ammunition . enough to
last her_ as long again. '

The employes, however, have come to

know~her, and dread her tongue, and. the
other day when she stood? at her .corner
and signaled, the driver leaned far out
beyond the side of his car as it passed her
‘at the top speed of the ancient team and
called back: * Excuse me, lady; not this
ca¥: There's no weather strips on this
wagon." “ -
.. They must learn that my bark i{s worse
, than _my bite,”’ said the old mald, as she
-Jaughingly told thé story on herself. .“1I
wouldn't get one .of those boys in trouble
for.the world.,””y

J. H."'Bauland Co. Employes’ Rece_ptid‘n.
The Richard Archer Assoclation, com-
posed mainly of the-employes of the Joseph
H. Bauland .Company of‘ Brooklyn, and
hamed in-honor of the head of one of the
departments of the _s't_Qrc'a.‘ will ‘hold its an-
nual.reception at Sangerbund Hall, corner:
of Smith and Schermerhorn Streets, Brook-
lyn, on Thursday night, when the store.will
close early. A .check for - -a substantial
amount has ‘been: donated by. the firm to-
ward the expenses-of the reception. - -

L

-*.College Woman’s ‘Club Meeting. -~
“The regular monthly meetirig of the Col=
lege Woman's Club will'be held,atthe Wal-.
dorf-Astoria’’ ‘to-morrow -evening.” : There
will'be an address by’ F.. Hopkinson: Smiily

.ipon.* Imipressions: in:Art.and- Literature:”.
The musical programme -has . been arranged
by, Mrs.Theodore Sutro.: Miss Lucy. Madi-

son- I.ehmannsof Kentucky - will, sing an

the hLiind planjst, Miss;Katherine Schlosser,"

-will" play.” "Dalicing . will “follow.:the enter-
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