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KTAILS IN PRAGUZ *

-Alex Waddell
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Cocktéils must be Prague's unsung secret. Why a secret? Is it because
Absinthe, Becherovka, Fernet and Czech beer get all the lime-light, along

with the notorious Czech-per-capita annual beer consumption being so high -
allegéd to be among the world'’s top three. Or maybe its because the guidebooks
are written for hard-up heller-pinching travellers, set to gain maximum enjoy-
ment from the cheapness of a beer. Treat yourself to a ‘velky pivo' in a cocktail
bar and you'll generally be set back a whopping 50 crowns. There’s a lesson here
(I appeal to the more adventurous spirits amohgst you). Cocktail bars don't tend

to boast over 300 different cocktails just to fill out the menu pages. And the bar
I people didn't ‘study’ at Prague bar school for their own private amusement.
Intriguingly, however, cocktail studies fell short of actually defining the cocktail.

An answer to this philosophical poser eluded all but the very

graduates. ‘Colourful like the tail of a peacock' was the declared winner of my

investigations, while ‘compulsory straws, umbrellas, fruit slices and leggy women

in the wings' came a well-deserved runner up. Following is a critical analysis of
Prague's best cocktail hotspots. Praise and abuse is representative of the respec-
tive numbers of samples donated in the research.

If you're after that exotic Caribbean holidays feel, then you need a drink or
three at ‘Zanzibar’, an eclectic mixture of musicians, tourists and business types.
Peruse the modern art (for sale) adorning the walls as you absorb the never-
ending menu and chill out to the funky jazz sound. The bar staff is full of drink

recommendations. They will also happily show off their bar skills (bottle twirling

etc) when they feel the urge. Meanwhile, the waitresses will scuttle to and fro
from bar to dining room doing their cocktail thing. Zanzibar boasts forty differ-

ent whiskeys plus Mexico's most exclusive Tequila (Porfidio Barrique) at 1000K¢ a

Koktejl bar v americkém stylu
201 druhti koktejli
68 TOP nealkoholickych koktejli
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pest of our cocktail

Nejlepsi Caipirinha ve méste
40 druhu single-malt whisky
Kazdy cturtek Super Party!
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shot. You can just take an exclusive sniff free of

charge. Find your way into the boss's good
books through regular_Zanzibar drinking and
you will enjoy a 20% discount, not to mention
"""" the aforementioned’s charismatic company.
Get the 10% discount card and I'm sure you're
on your way.

Just as chilled out is Zelezne dvefe', and as
refined as it is chilled. The secluded terrace,
found in an ancient passageway, is perfect for

cool (or frozen) cocktails during the heat of the

day. Note the summery Cuban slant to the

menu. You won't

Alchohol's a way of

find more mouth

|Ife and g{]od f()r watering than
the Majito (Havana
Club Rum, Fresh

Mint, Limes, sugar

the economy. It's
keeps those certain

~and soda) once

people off the
streets at night.

you see those Mint

leaves dangle from

Bugsy's, Paiiiska 10, 232 99 43
Casablanca, Nam. Bratii Synko 15, 43 61 97
Deluxe, Vaclavské namésti 4, Bus tel - 962 494 40
Hapu, Orlicka 8, 227 201 58

Ostroft American Bar, Strelecky ostrov
Red Room, Kiemencova 17, 24 91 60 47

TGl Friday's American Bar, Malé namésti 2, 24 22 12 30
Zanzibar, Lazenska 6, Mald strana 0602 384328
Zelezné dvere, Michalska 19, Jilska 18 (in the passage) 0603 717842

the glass- summarily no-less. Got that down-to-nature feeling about you? Take a

- Bloody Mary - uniquely (for Prague) complete with Horseradish and celery stock.

Fear not - the Meat Lovers' Bloody Mary is 'coming soon. Live-bands entertain
several times a week. If Stan the Man's Blues fail to rivet, love him as we do,
venture down below into the ‘serious’ bar. The informative barmen are nothing

ess than cocktail enthusiasts, confidently equipped with 25 different Martinis to

nand (from dirty to perfect to James Bond-style ,shaken not stirred") and an
intriguing anti-Absinthe philosophy. The crowd spans Czech drink connoisseurs to
expatriate rabble. Easy-listening lounge music beautifully maintains the harmony.
What are you waiting for? |

For that all-American sense of cool and faultless service, then (no surprises) it's
gotta be TG
etc), a night

Friday’'s American Bar. Along with a full range of bar food (burgers

y show-time [usuall_y after 10) and a wholly professional service, you
get a respectable clientele (18-65) of tourists and well-to-do natives, and a bang-

central location. On the other hand, if you're looking for-something of Prague, you

won't find it in TGl's. (Try Terminal Bar or Chapeau Rouge). But then who needs
debauchery all year round in any case? Respect for service with a smile: it

doesn't come easily in today's Prague.

et beware the cheap ‘American-style' imitations. Ostroff American Bar

(high up on Strelecky Island) may have an ‘excitingly’ long 'American-
style' bar, but they fofgot to export the fun. There might as well be a sign
on the door saying 'Bring you own atmosphere. We ain't got none spare'.
Granted, of course, you get a quality view over the Vitava, and of all the
people having fun écrass the river. Thank goodness the bar staff are big on
experimentation and pain relief. Headache sufferers are advised to order a

“Chili"(Vodka, pepper, ketchup, chili and sauce’). They also have an ardent

anti-freestyle philosophy regarding cocktail preparation. Killjoys.

Fair's fair it you're after a real-live Bohemian vibe. Quit Prague-centre







